	Knowledge organiser for Year 5 – Victorians - What was life like in Britain during the Victorian era?
Curriculum Statement: events beyond living memory that are significant nationally or globally.
Overall enquiry question: What was life like in Britain during the Victorian era?
Links to prior learning: Chronology & British History
Links to locality: Victorian Britain in Cornwall – the railways
Core knowledge in bold
New For 2023-2024
	Disciplinary Concepts to be taught:
· Significance
· Continuity and change
· Cause and consequence
· Similarity and difference

	Overarching questions
	Questions for monitoring
	Knowledge
	Vocab

	What was life like in the Victorian cities?
To recall influences and events within Britain and the wider world leading to significant turning points in British history as well as the impact on the nation
Similarity and difference
Cause and consequence
	When was the Victorian era? 
What is an era? 
Which century is the Victorian era in? 
What happened during the Victorian period that makes it identifiable? 
What were cities like during the Victorian era?
What were living conditions like for most people living in the cities? 
	· An era is a period of time. 
· The Victorian era lasted from 1837 to 1901. It is marked by the time Queen Victorian ruled from the day she took the throne until the day she died.
· It was during the 19th century. 
· The Victorian period was a period of great social change in England, and of an expanding empire abroad. There were lots of new discoveries, inventions and technological developments but also a lot of poverty. It was called an industrial revolution. 
· The British empire had already begun to grow prior to the Victorian era but it continued to grow during the Victorian era and by the end of the period, the British Empire was the largest it had ever been. 25% of the population of the world was a British subject. 
· Cities were dirty, smoky places due to the industrial revolution. There were lots of factories everywhere, with tall chimneys blowing out smoke. Because of the smoke and the factories, the rivers were also black and dirty. Houses (for most people) were built very closely together narrow roads and streets ran between them – lots of the housing was terraced and very tall. Lots of people lived closely together in small houses with small yards. People threw things from the windows. Buildings were very tall and narrow. There were not enough sewers for the number of people living in the cities so not everyone had clean running water, and there was a lot of pollution in the air and streets. 
· As a result of the overcrowding, industrial hazards and poor sewerage, diseases such as cholera, tuberculous and typhus broke out, health conditions were poor and life expectancy for the poor was low. 
	British empire, subject, social change, industrialisation, industrial revolution, terraced,  

	Why did people move to the towns and cities?
Identify changes within and across the time period studied.
Cause and consequence
	Why did people move from the countryside to the cities? 
Was life easy in the city? 
Where would you live if you moved from the countryside to the city?
What were homes like in Victorian cities?
How expensive was food at this time? 
Who would work now you lived in the city? 
What kinds of jobs would you do? 
Would the work pay well?
What would happen if you or a family members become unwell? 
What would happen if your parents died? 
	· People moved in search of work. There were more jobs in the cities due to lots of factories opening up. Many were textile factories. 
· In the city, conditions were poor and people lived cramped together. Food was expensive and people often had to share rooms with another family.
· If you were fortunate you may afford a tiny terraced house for your family with one or two rooms. If you had less money, your family may have to share with a room with another family. In most homes there would be one living room which would include a kitchen range, a bath and places to cook, and a second room which served as a bedroom. Families would share beds. Houses did not have toilets or running water. There would be an outside toilet shared between several houses and a water pump in the street. Because lots of people moved to the cities quickly when the industrial revolution began, the houses were built quickly and were of poor quality. 
· Wages in the factory didn’t go very far with covering accommodation and food so sometimes you ate less often or the food was old or of a poor standard. 
· Living in a city, you would either work in a factory, for a rich family, on the streets or as a thief (pickpocket). Days were long and pay was poor. The work often came with health problems. Jobs would include factory work, pure picking, cleaning or cooking for a rich family, chimney sweeps etc. 
· None of the work paid well. 
· If you became unwell, the health care was bad and expensive so in all likelihood, would die. In 1840, a third of the children born would die before the age of five. In 1850, men’s average life expectancy was 40 years old and for women, it was 42 years old. Today, life expectancy in the UK is around 80 years old!
· If your parents died, you would be sent to the workhouse to work for your accommodation and food. 
	Textile, kitchen range, industrial revolution, pickpocket, pure picking, life-expectancy, workhouse

	Children working in Victorian factories – was it as bad as they tell us?
To recall influences and events within Britain and the wider world leading to significant turning points in British history as well as the impact on the nation
Identify changes within and across the time period studied.
Investigate how a period of time can have both continuity and change and the result of this
	At what age did children start work?
What happened if you were sick?
What kind of work might a child do?
How long was the working day? 
What was the pay like?
What were the risks of working in a factory?
Why did families let their children work? 
How would children be expected to behave in the factory?
What protection were you offered? 
What happened if you were injured at work?
Why did people employ children?
Did it ever improve? 
	· Most children started work at the age of 5 as their small hands were useful for cleaning the machinery. 
· You wouldn’t be paid if you were off sick and you would be replaced so often you just went to work. 
· Jobs for children in the factory might include crawling in to the machine and cleaning it and climbing up the chimneys to clean them. They might also operate things like the ‘spinning jennys’ in the textile factories. Piecers worked in textile factories too and had to lean over this machine to repair any broken threads
· You could work for up to 19 hours a day and this was completely legal (now if you work for 6 hours or more, you are entitled to a 20 min break). 
· Women and children were paid less than men. Children would only 3-5 shillings a week which is the equivalent of 15p-25p. 
· The machines could make you go deaf; you could become impaled or lose a finger or a limb on a machine; the machines produced lots of smoke and dust which damaged your lungs; some of the materials and dyes you worked with were poisonous; cleaning out chimneys, you could get stuck and die; you could also die being trapped in machinery; in the iron works, you could be burnt, and in all cases your life expectancy would be reduced to early 30s. There was a risk of fire in the factories. 
· People knew it was dangerous but they couldn’t afford for their children not to work.  
· Children would be expected to work for 16+ hours and would have to be silent the whole time. They were not allowed to sit down during this time or even look out of the window. If they did, they might be beaten or fined. 
· No protection was offered. The machines didn’t even have guards around them to protect workers from the sharp and dangerous parts. There were no laws protecting workers or children. 
· If you were injured, you were just sacked. There was no support. 
· Children were cheaper to employ and behaved well. 
· In 1833 a Factory Act was introduced which, this banned children from working in textile factories under the age of nine. From nine to thirteen they were limited to nine hours a day and 48 hours a week.But many factory owners ignored the law. 
· In 1844 the Factory Act was amended and now classed women as young persons under the age of eighteen and limited the hours of anyone under 18 to twelve hours on weekdays and nine on Saturdays.
· In 1847 The Ten Hour Act was introduced, this cut the hours of women and the under-eighteens to ten a day and 58 a week
· The Factory Act was amended in 1878 so that nobody could employ a child under 10. 
· The Education Act  was introduced in 1880. This meant it was Compulsory for all children to go to school up until the age of 10 (later this changed to 12). 
· In 1891 the National Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Children (NSPCC) was created. 
	Spinning jennys, textiles, act, impaled, life-expectancy, compulsory

	Would you rather be a Victorian school child?
To recall influences and events within Britain and the wider world leading to significant turning points in British history as well as the impact on the nation
Identify changes within and across the time period studied.
Investigate how a period of time can have both continuity and change and the result of this.
Similarity and difference
	What was life like in a Victorian school? 
What would the rules be like? 
What would the lessons look like? 
What materials would you have in class? 
How would you be punished? 
How was school similar and different to school today?
Was school free?
How were rich children taught?
What did classrooms look like?

	· Rules included – standing every time an adult enters; only speaking when spoken to; raising your hand to speak.
· Lessons would be very repetitive – lots of chanting and writing on a slate. This would include times tables, poems etc. Boys and girls may be seated separately and given different lessons i.e. sewing for the girls and mechanics or drills for the boys. Children learnt a lot by heart. 
· All writing would be on a slate with chalk and would be wiped of afterwards. Blackboards would be used and perhaps abacus. Sand trays were also used for writing. As children got older they may use a copy book and a dip pen (with ink).
· Punishments for bad behaviour, blotting their copy book, being late, breaking the rules or getting something wrong included wearing the dunce’s hat and being made to sit in the corner, writing lines detailing the rule you had broken or being caned. Children’s names would be recorded in the headteacher’s punishment book  alongside what they had done wrong. 
· Playground games would include skipping. 
· Children would be called to school by a bell ringing. 
· School would include prayers, hymns and sermons (assemblies) from the priest. 
· Older pupils were used to teach the younger pupils. They were called monitors. 
· Children would bring their own lunch. Lunch was not provided. 
Similarities – chanting is still used, we still do times tables, learning to read, handwriting, poetry and still have punishments; whiteboards are similar to blackboards. PE happened daily but it was called drill. 
· Differences – we have books, pen and pencils; punishments are fairer and less severe; lunches are provided; school is free; pupils are not used to teach; you aren’t punished for making mistakes; we use computers and whiteboards not blackboards; we learn a lot more subjects; boys and girls do the same lessons. There was no group work. 
· School was free after ragged schools were introduced in 1844. Before then only the rich children could attend. 
· Rich children often had a governess at home who taught them a more advanced curriculum in their own home.
· The education act in 1872 made it law for all children over 5 (and under 13) to go to school. 
· Classrooms had high windows (to stop children looking out), rows of desks and whiteboards. Gas lamps were used to give light but school rooms were very dark. 
	Abacus, copy book, dip pen, blotting, writing lines, caned, drill, ragged schools, 

	How did the railway change Victorian Cornwall?
To recall influences and events within Britain and the wider world leading to significant turning points in British history as well as the impact on the nation
Identify changes within and across the time period studied.
Investigate how a period of time can have both continuity and change and the result of this.
Significance
	When were railways introduced in Britain? 
Where was the first railway in Britain? 
When was Cornwall connected to the rest of Britain via rail? 
Why was Cornwall connected to the rest of Britain by rail?
What was the impact of the railway on life in Cornwall and the rest of Britain? 

	· Stephenson’s Rocket won the Rainhill Trials in 1829, a competition to decide on the best mode of transport for the railway. The Stephenson’s Rocket was then the basis of the first ‘iron horse’ designed to run on the railway from Manchester to Liverpool. It was created by George Stephenson and opened in 1830. 
· Falmouth was losing out as an import port to Southampton and so it urgently wanted to be connected to London by rail. The proposal was mad in 1935 and the worked was gradually completed from 1859 to 1892. 
· Turo to Plymouth was opened in 1859. 
· Truro to Falmouth was opened in 1863. 
· Many of the railway bridges which made this route possible, and the route itself was design by famous British engineer Isambard Kingdom Brunnel. 
· The railways were initially 4 separate railways which, after WW2 were joined together in 1948 to create British rail. 
· The railways meant that good could be transported easily to be sold in the big cities i.e. fish, dairy, fresh flowers, which improved sales and profit for Cornish farmers and fisherman. It also improved transportation of good mined in Cornwall such as tin and clay. It also created employment opportunities for labourers and engineers in building and maintain the railways. Longer term, the railways improved Cornwall’s connectedness to the rest of the UK. In the 20th century it made seaside holidays possible and made Cornwall a tourist destination, improving and diversifying the economy. 
	Iron horse, Isambard Kingdom Brunnel, engineer, economoy, tourism, 

	Was the Victorian Era a Golden Age or Dark Age? 
To recall influences and events within Britain and the wider world leading to significant turning points in British history as well as the impact on the nation
Identify changes within and across the time period studied.
Investigate how a period of time can have both continuity and change and the result of this
	What did the Victorian age offer that was positive (golden)? 

What did the Victorian age offer that was dark (negative)? 
	· Positives – introduction of machinery to do difficult labour; music records were introduced to play music; electricity was invented; steam trains improved travel and allowed the opportunity for travel and holidays; telephones were available for the rich; by the end of the Victorian era, all children could attend school for free; the Victorians introduced Christmas tree, cars and crackers; Charles Dickens was a famous Victorian author who wrote a Christmas Carol and Oliver Twist amongst others; 
· Negatives – cities became overcrowded; there was inequality between the rich and the poor; children had to work in poor and dangerous conditions; at the start of the Victorian era, school was only for the rich; Victorian schools were very strict; adults also worked in dangerous conditions; whole families has to work to afford food; everything in the Victorian period had rules – even what you wore; children had to say hello and goodbye every time they entered a room; children had to be seem and not heard and never complain.
	As above

	End of Unit check – complete end of unit check and answer the question - What was life like in Britain during the Victorian era?
	British empire, subject, social change, industrialisation, industrial revolution, terraced, textile, kitchen range, industrial revolution, pickpocket, pure picking, life-expectancy, workhouse, spinning jennys, textiles, act, impaled, life-expectancy, compulsory, abacus, copy book, dip pen, blotting, writing lines, caned, drill, ragged schools, Iron horse, Isambard Kingdom Brunnel, engineer, economy, tourism,



