Historical Narrative – The Tudors
Around 500 years ago in England, a royal family called the Tudors ruled for 118 years, from 1485 to 1603. Their story and the story of how they ruled England is a story full of kings, queens, deaths and battles. They changed life in England forever. 

Life back then was quite different for the rich and the poor. The rich folks had yummy food, fancy clothes, and big houses. They even had special explorers like Sir Walter Raleigh and Sir Francis Drake who went on adventures to faraway places and discovered new things which help us understand the world better even today. But for the poor, life was simpler. They lived in small houses, ate basic food like bread and vegetables, and had to wear hats every day. Everyone drank ale because the water wasn't clean. It was a tough time for both rich and poor, with diseases everywhere.

Before the Tudors, there was the War of the Roses. Picture it like a family argument with two sides – one with a white rose and the other with a red rose. Both sides were members of the royal family, but they couldn’t agree on who should rule next. This is where Henry Tudor decided to take control. He wawon a big battle called the Battle of Bosworth Field and became the very first Tudor king called King Henry VII. Henry VII brought peace to the land that had been caught up in the War of the Roses.

Henry ruled for 24 years before his son, Henry VIII, who was quite a character, succeeded him! Henry VIII had six wives, and oh boy, each marriage certainly brought its own share of drama. Henry really, really wanted a son, and he did some pretty extraordinary things to make it happen. He had six wives– each with her own unique story. There was Catherine of Aragon (divorced), Anne Boleyn (beheaded), Jane Seymour )died), Anne of Cleves (divorced), Catherine Howard (beheaded), and Catherine Parr survived). Their lives were like chapters in a grand Tudor saga. He even made a brand new church, called the Church of England, just so he could divorce his first wife, Catherine Aragon, and marry again. People started calling this big change the Reformation.

After Henry VIII died, the tudor reign continued with his children. He had three children  Edward VI, Jane Seymour’s son; Mary I, Catherine of Aragon’s daughter; and Elizabeth I, Anne Boleyn’s daughter. Edward died very young and ruled only for a short time before his wife succeeded him but she only ruled for 9 days before Mary took control! Mary I ruled next and got the nickname "Bloody Mary" because she was a bit strict and ordered the deaths of people who disagreed with her. Once Mary died, Elizabeth I became queen and ruled for a very long tim. She was very successful as a queen and during her time, she defeated a huge Spanish fleet called the Armada. But, oops, she had no children, and that's how the Tudor family line came to an end.

So, the Tudors left behind a magical tale of kings and queens, love and heartbreak, battles and discoveries. It was a time of grand adventures and a story that still echoes through the pages of history.

